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ADIRONDACK HOMESTEAD 

Located just north of the Fulton County and Hamilton 
County lines on route 30. River Road aka Lakeside  
drive. 
 

The Homestead was a farm owned by William H Cole 
and his wife Minnie Proper Cole.  The acreage was 
quite extensive. In 1901 a newspaper article stated that 
A. Palmer and John W Brown have been hauling hay 
from the Adirondack homestead during the past week.
  

I don’t have an exact date that William and Minnie 
made plans to incorporate a Boarding House, Vacation   
Spot on their home/farm.  I assume it was in the late 
1800s. Their first rates that I found were $7.00 to 
$9.00 a week.  In 1934 the rates were $12 to $14. a 
week. 

 ADIRONDACK HOMESTEAD, NORTHVILLE. 

The Adirondack Homestead enjoys a fine location 

on the Sacandaga river at Northville. It makes no 

pretentions, but guarantees a vacation fraught 

with pleasure and benefit. Abundant, wholesome 

food is a feature, the table being supplied from 

the farm connected with the place. Homemade 

bread and pastry that you will like are among the 

good things enjoyed, and there is bathing,  fish-

ing, fine river for boating and many other adver-

tisements for the pleasure of guests. The rates are 

very moderate, benefit is assured, there are ac-

commodations for 30 guests, and many of these 

return year after year. Northville village is an 

attraction in itself, and trains will bring one to 

the charming place.. For rates, write W. H. Cole, 

Adirondack Homestead, Northville, N. Y   

In 1934 and 1935 a Mrs. Harriet Cranker rented 
the Homestead and continued to operate the 
Homestead as a summer boarding house, a health 
camp,  and vacation home.  Mrs. Cole died in 
1931 and Mr. Cole died in 1937.  Mrs. Cranker 
bought the homestead and operated it for about 18 
years.  She died in 1952. 

William H. Cole was born 1861 in Benson, NY.  He 
died in 1937 and is buried in the Prospect Hill Ceme-
tery in Northville. He was active in his community 
and served as Town Clerk of Benson for several 
terms fron1903 to 1926. His father, Timothy was 
born in Hope Falls. Timothy’s father and mother 
came to Hope Falls from Sharon, Conn. William and 
Minnie didn’t have any children. 
 

Minnie Proper was born in 1872 in the Town of 
Northampton, NY, Her parents were Seymour and  
Martha Blowers.  Minnie died at the Homestead in 
1931 and is buried in Northville beside her husband. 
Note in the post card that she was selling butter to a 
Mrs. Fosmire in Gloversville. Obviously they must 
have had cows and made butter to sell and to use at 
the Homestead. Minnie was a school teacher in 1904. 
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Apparently Mts. Cranker incorporated the 
Homestead into a Heath Camp as well as a 
Boarding/Vacation Camp.  She apparently 
was in charge of the Homestead, the busi-
ness card mentions that her husband William 
was the President of the corporation.  

Benson Town Barn 
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CIRCA 1940s/1950s 
COLE MOUNTAIN 

I don’t know if Cole Mountain was part of William 
and Minnie Cole’s property or if their land bordered 
the foot of the mountain.  Locals have always called 
it Cole Mountain and many local hunters have 
hunted on this mountain for many years. 

Some of the information about the Adirondack Homestead was 
found in the following newspapers: Gloversville Morning Herald, 
Troy Daily Times, Albany Evening Press, Schenectady Gazette, 
and Albany Knickerbocker 

Helicopter lumbering on 
Cole Mountain about 7 or 8 
years ago.  I watched them 
fly out numerous huge logs 
and then watched them set 
them down on the ground.   logs 
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UNIDENTIFIED PHOTOS OF LOCAL PEOPLE 
If you can identify any of them email me the name so I can properly file them. 

       One of them might be your relative. 

In front of the Northville funeral home 


