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Historical House at 520 South Main Street,  

now being renovated and modernized 

Joseph and Lydia Foote SPIER HOUSE  
Built 1825 

The Spier house in Northville was the first to re-

ceive a Town of Northampton historic plaque cele-

brating its place on the town’s Designated Land-

marks Register. The Town of Northampton Histori-

cal Landmark Commission was created by ordi-

nance of the Northampton town board in 2003 for 

the purpose of evaluating and aiding in the preserva-

tion of the historic, architectural and cultural re-

sources of the town. The town of Northampton has a 

unique heritage whose story can be told through the 

many buildings and structures that relate its remark-

able history. The Spier House is part of the earliest 

history of the village of Northville. (The Historical Land-

mark Commission no longer exists) 
 

Joseph Spier Sr, and his wife, Olivia, were among 

the earliest settlers in the town of Northampton, 

coming to this area in 1800 with their infant son, 

Joseph F. Spier who was born in 1799.   Their eldest 

son, Joseph F. Spier, inherited his father’s dedica-

tion to civic affairs and held office of town clerk, 

tax assessor, treasurer of the Cemetery Association 

and trustee of the Methodist Episcopal Church.  He 

also acted as pastor to the newly created church for 

a short time, performing several marriage cere-           

monies. Joseph F Spier operated one of the first mer-

cantile businesses. 
 

Joseph F. Spier was named the first postmaster when 

the Sacandaga post office was established in 1824.  At 

his suggestion, the postal address was changed to 

Northville in 1827, even though the village of North-

ville was not incorporated until 1873. Spier operated 

the post office out of his store on the corner of Main 

Street and Washington Street. 
 

Joseph and his wife bought several acres of land along 

Hunter Creek, at the end of Main Street from the Van 

Arnam family. He lived here in this Federal Colonial 

farmhouse, circa 1825. During the 1940s the house 

served as studio and country home to Mel Graff, a 

well know cartoonist.   
 

There have been many owners of the Spier House 

starting with Joseph and Lydia. They sold it to 

Marilda E Benton of Greenfield, NY, in 1851.  The 

last owners before the family that owns it now in 

2022, were Kathleen and William Gillis. They owned 

the house for 43 years. Quoting Mr. Gillis, ”We have 

lovingly maintained this old home while retaining and 

preserving it’s original character, history and charm.” 
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Town of Northampton Histo-

rian, Gail Cramer, presenting the 

historical plaque to William Gillis  
Photo: Trojan 

2007 

My father, Mel Graff, bought the house in 1946. It came with a wood 

burning cook stove in the kitchen, and an oak ice chest. The floor in 

the kitchen was definitely not level. I was six years old and had just 

gotten roller skates. I could stand in the kitchen and roll down the 

floor without moving my feet. There was a large room across the 

back, an addition, that was just above the lake. Wooden steps de-

scended to the water, one of the best features of the house. We had an 

ice rink in the winter and there was a catwalk and dock in the sum-

mer. My father, a professional cartoonist, had a studio on the second 

floor. He worked best at night and often until 2 in the morning doing 

research and meeting a schedule. I could drop in to see him when I 

got home from school. He occasionally wrote me illustrated let-

ters.   One summer when I was 10, and away at camp, he wrote about 

the lake (see page 3)                                  
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We bought the house in 1980. I believe I 

was the longest owner having spent forty 

three years in that beautiful home. What 

intrigued me more was the fact that eighty 

percent of the windows were original, un-

believable, the front door staircase, inte-

rior doors, and hardware. Truly amazing, 

considering the home was one hundred 

and ninety eight years old. Very little was 

changed on the interior. Former owners 

seemed to respect the history of this home. 

I miss owning it, hated to sell it and disap-

pointed to have lost the Town of North-

ampton Historical Designation. after just 

shy of two hundred years of History. 

There was always something really great 

about living there A peaceful feeling, a 

warmth, hard to explain it. It was like the 

house, and all those who lived there - Ac-

cepted You.                      William Gillis 

Patsy Graff Suydam 

My dad was always mending the fence. He made this wooden 

cutout and attached it to one of the fence posts 

Patsy says that sometimes when 

her dad worked until wee hours 

of the night, he’d sleep late and 

then take a walk with their dog 

out in the country.   

Joseph F. Spier Sr and his wife Olivia, arrived in Northville from Lake 
Pleasant, NY. where they lived in a log cabin. They moved from there 

because of the remoteness of the area. They built the first brick house 

in Northville in 1819.  The house still stands at 331 South Main street 

and is now used as a BNB.  More about Joseph Sr. and Olivia another 
time. 

Genevieve “Gen”, Mel and Patsy 



Mel Graff 

The letter that Mel Graff sent to his daughter at camp when she was ten years old 

Water color pen and 

ink drawing that Mel 

Graff did of the Spier 

house when they 

lived there. 

 

Note Mel, Gen, and 

Patsy waving. Their 

dog can be seen also.  



 

Articles from a page in 

the 1955 Gloversville 

Leader Herald 


