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OSBORN’S BRIDGE
(Also sometimes spelled Osborne or Osborn Bridge)

According to “History of Fulton County” (1892) by Washington Frothingham and F. W.
Beers “History of Montgomery/Fulton Co. (1878) the area was named Osborn’s Bridge .

Where is it, or where was it?
Before the Great Sacandaga Lake came about through the flooding of the
valley and construction of the Conklingville Dam, there were a number of
small communities that were soon to be inundated by the flooding waters.
Osborn’s Bridge was one of these communities. It was located about half
way between Northville and Fish House. Today many boaters pass by it and
don’t have any idea that there once existed a beautiful village, housing many
people, a general store, 2 blacksmiths, a church, a schoolhouse, chair factory,
post office, meat market, hop-raising, cooperage, and a wagon and sleigh
making shop. There were big farms raising corn, barley and wheat.
There was a 25 acre stand of butternut trees and of course cows grazing in
the meadows.
The first inhabitants were of course
Indians. The settlement was made
shortly after the close of the Revolutionary War by a few New Englanders
prior to the year 1800. Abram Denton
and Calvin Osborn were the principal
men who settled there and owned
much of the land. They became very
prominent in the community.
Osborn built a temporary floating
bridge over the river where they had
been fording the river, he named it
Osborn’s Bridge, thus the name of the
community got it’s name.

In 1830, John Patterson moved there
from Kinderhook. He built the first
store in the hamlet. In 1840 he built
the covered, wooden bridge that
stood until the valley was lost to the
building of the dam at Conklingville.
This section of the country was also
noted for the large lumbering business. A tiny steamboat plied up and
down the river carrying loads of bark.
Logs were floated down past the village toward the pulp mills, which employed river drivers and other lumberman jobs.
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MUSEUM NOTES
Another successful year/
summer at the museum. We are
now closing it up. Many items
have been stored away to be
saved from “critters”. The shutters are now closed. The poster
display will be brought inside
the Municipal building to keep
it from getting moisture between each poster. Hopefully
this winter more posters will be
constructed to add to the already historical pictures and
information .

Other names associated with
Osborn’s Bridge were: The first
settlers being Shoecraft, Coleman, Foote, Scribner, King,
Meade, Brown, Esseltyne and a
few others.
Zina Cook a prosperous man
who was a lumberman, trapper,
butcher, and owner of a beautiful
large house. (owned later by
Frank Langr.. See picture)
John Flynn and James Van
Ness: Lawyers
Seth Cook, general store
G. H. Wilbur owner of the
general store after Cook.
Frank Langr; Butcher/meat and
poultry distributor.

Teacher: Floyd Brownell

House first owned by Zina Cook then later by
Frank Langr. You can find bricks from the chimney
of this house today when the water is low enough.
Today many people travel out to where the little village once stood. Some arrive by 4 wheelers, some by
4 wheel drive truck, and some stop by on their boat. I
have kayaked out there. You will find old stone walls,
stone foundations, old bricks, and odds and ends of
broken pottery, hinges, maybe part of a shoe, etc. The
water from the Sacandaga must be very low to drive
out there.

OSBORN’S BRIDGE TODAY

1868 map
Fish House

COMMENTS ON THE OCTOBER ISSUE
Re: Van Arnam’s Garage and John Gifford
Hi, another great issue. I remember my grandmother
Mrs. Winne taking her car to the garage (VanArnams)
when I was little. Those guys always took good care
of her dark green 1952 Chevy Bel Air 4 Dr. Sedan and
it always got us where we needed to go. We used to
get our gas there and they used to put on snow tires for
her every year.
I remember John and Mary Gifford very well. They
lived next door to my grandmother. John used to cut
my grandmothers fields and deliver firewood at the
big house down in Gifford’s Valley. We’d ride on the
tractor and help pile hay on the truck to haul off. John
did lots of handyman chores for my grandmother and
Mary cooked for her and took care of things around
the house for all of us when we visited in the summer.
Fine people! My grandmother could not have done
what she needed to do to keep the place up so she relied heavily on them. Great memories of years past.
Yeah, too bad the garage had to go but it had served
its purpose for many years. My Dad, Warren Meter
and his family used them as well when he was growing up there.
Mel Meter
Thanks for another great newsletter and all the memories. Our family of 4 (Norma, Shod, Roxy and me)
lived in the upstairs apartment for 10 years at Van
Arnam’s Garage. (1950 - 1960). My Dad “Shod”
Harold Smith, worked in the garage so it was fun as a
kid being involved or should I say “allowed” to be
around the busy place. Getting to ride in the tow truck
with my Dad was great. If it wasn’t for the gas customers at the garage our “lemonade” stand with Mike
and Carol Scheer across the street in front of Lawton’s
grocery store would have never existed. Again thanks
for the memories.
Mark Smith

MRS. GRACE GRANT
Did you know that through the
efforts of Mrs. Grant, when the
NCS was built in 1933, the
auditorium was built separately
from the gymnasium? She
made a trip to Vestal NY high
school where they had a separate auditorium and made the
recommendation to the North-

Sam’s Popcorn Wagon. NNHS may be able to purchase this
We have been talking to the owner. We are patiently waiting
for the owner to decide if she wants to sell for sure.

