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GRANDSTAND 
On Sport Island  1901  -  1918 

New York State League Baseball Game at Sport Island, Sacandaga 

After the disastrous fire in 1898 a new vision for the 

park was conceived.  The F. J. & G. R. R. owned all 

the property where the cottages had been located.   

This vision included many new attractions including, 

new arbors, rustic bridges, water and sewage, a rus-

tic theater, golf course, a midway and a grandstand 

on an island in the middle of the Sacandaga river, 

which was just a hundred feet or so off the main land 

where the amusement park was being built.  A small 

miniature train was built for transportation to and 

from the island, which was named Sport Island.   
 

The grandstand be-

came home to fans 

as many baseball 

games were played 

in the N.Y State 

Baseball League.  

Northville’s team, 

“Adirondack”  

competed against  

numerous other teams including; Mayfield Tigers,  

Empires of Amsterdam, Danforth’s of Gloversville, 

Creacenta of Cohoes,  and Johnstown Hill Stars. 

FIRE AT SPORT ISLAND 
Fort Plain Standard 

August 11,1918 

Sunday morning about 2:30, a fire was discovered 

in the grandstand on Sport Island, Sacandaga 

which proved excellent fodder for the flames 

which consumed the entire structure.  Owing to 

the lack of fire fighting facilities, nothing could be 

done to save the stand which was an extensive  

affair, seating between 1000 and 1200 people 

when filled. 
 

The miniature locomotive and cars, which were 

stored during the summer season in a shed under 

the grandstand, were destroyed. The engine may 

be saved from the wreckage, as it may be possible 

to repair it. 
 

The origin of the fire is unknown but it is thought 

that it was caused by a lighted cigarette being 

dropped through the floor of the grandstand to the 

rubbish beneath where the fire slumbered  before 

bursting into flames. 
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(Below) First Adirondack Baseball Team 1913 



JOHN FAY,  

Congressman in the NY Legislature and the US Congress  
 

John Fay, in my opinion, was one of the most influential early settlers of Fish House, NY.  He was born in 

Worcester, Massachusetts in 1773.  He married Sarah Wescott in 1798 and moved to Fish House around 

1803.  He built the first brick store in 1803, it was in the center of the village until torn down in 1877.  Fay 

built a home across from the brick store.  He had 10 children and needed a large house.  That house would 

eventually become the Fish House Hotel, a major attraction during its existence.  The hotel burned down in 

1920.  Fay built a beautiful Victorian house on Old Fish House Road, that house was taken down in prepara-

tion for the Great Sacandaga Lake.   

John Fay was a very active member in his community, a farmer, a land surveyor, a mill owner, a US Post-

master, and Northampton Town Supervisor from 1812 - 1822.  He was also very involved in both state and 

federal governments.  Fay was an assemblyman in the 32nd  and 35th NYS Legislatures. He was elected to 

the US 16th Congress and served in that capacity from March 4th, 1819 to March 4th, 1821.  He was also a 

Presidential Elector in the election of James Polk in 1844. John Fay was also directly and indirectly involved 

with the War of 1812. 

A Short Summary: The War of 1812 has also been 

referred to as “The Second War of Independ-

ence”.  Britain and France had been at war since 

1793 and trade routes were disrupted.  The United 

States was having difficulty with international 

trade.  Britain was seizing their ships and force-

fully recruiting the US sailors into their Royal 

Navy.  The United States tried embargo and trade 

acts, but that only put our country into an eco-

nomic depression.  So on June 18th, 1812, Presi-

dent Madison declared war against Britain, It was 

the first time the United States had declared war 

on a foreign nation.  The United States invaded 

Canada that summer of 1812, with the intention of 

using Canada as a bargaining chip with the British. 

The following spring, on April 27, 1813, the 

Americans sailed across Lake Erie and attacked 

York (Toronto, now).  York was the capital of the 

territory of Upper Canada.  The Canadians and 

British retreated and the Americans burned down 

their capitol.  In retaliation, on August 24th, 1813, 

the British attacked our US capital in Washington 

DC with the purpose of looting it and  burning it 

down.  They set fire to many government build-

ings.  The US Capital was one of their primary tar-

gets as was the White House.  The capital suffered 

severe damage, but luckily a rain storm (a possible 

hurricane) blew in and put out the fires and drove 

the British out.  The War of 1812 would end on 

December 24th, 1814 with the signing of the 

Treaty of Ghent, in Belgium.  

John Fay’s house at Fish House, which was torn 

down..  Located next to Alexander St John’s house 

which is now occupied by Mr. and Mr. Lewis Giles. 

Researched and written by Joanne Blaauboer 



So how does John Fay fit into this historical sce-

nario?   

• Fay was a member of  the 35th NYS legislature 

on June 18th, 1812,  the day that President Madison  

declared war on the British. 

• On March 31, 1813, the NYS Legislature 

passed an act that sent several muskets and car-

tridges to New York towns that bordered on the 

wilderness. The  

British were allies with many Indian tribes and the 

towns were fearful of Indian attacks.  Fish House 

(Northampton) was one of those towns.  Twelve 

Northampton residents, including John Fay, were 

put in charge of  40 muskets and one box of car-

tridges to defend their town. 

• It took 5 years to rebuild the US Capitol build-

ing after the War of 1812.  The 16th Congress con-

vened in March of 1819. It was the first congress to 

meet in the rebuilt capital building.  John Fay was 

an assemblyman in the 16th US Congress. In the 

1820 publication of the Analectic Magazine, there 

is a list of the House members of the 16th congress 

as well as a seating chart.  John Fay sat in Seat 15. 

His party was the Democratic-Republican party 

which made up a majority of the house.(150). The 

other party was the Federalists, they held 31 seats. 

 



LAMB’S HILL 

End of Reed Street, down the hill toward Parkville 
Notice steps going up to Mr. and Mrs. Lamb’s house before the large Randolph House was built. 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Lamb’s 

house with the 

Randolph House 

in the Background 

 

The barn was refur-

bished into a private 

home. Charles and 

Margaret Downing 

lived there. It is cur-

rently occupied by 

another family. 

 

From the Burdette Brownell Collection 


