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HACK

We don’t like to hear that word today. In modern times it
means “to gain unauthorized access to data in a system/
computer. It has a very different meaning than years ago.
Today we are afraid someone will “hack” into our com-
puter.

The words Hack or Hackney stems from London, England,
meaning a carriage or vehicle to transport passengers to a
destination of their choosing by way of a hack or hackney
carriage.

According to an article on the internet, the first hackney-
carriage licenses date from 1662, and applied literally to
horse-drawn carriages, later modernized as hansom
cabs (1834), that operated as vehicles for hire. There was a
distinction between a general hackney carriage and a hack-
ney coach, a hireable vehicle with specifically four wheels,
two horses and six seats, and driven by a jarvey.

Station at Northville, N. Y.

Hacks waiting to take passengers into the village of
Northville that had arrived on the F. J. & G railroad.

Some London Hacks

A London Hack or Taxi today



Hack continued

The Northville railroad station was lo-
cated on the west side of the Sacandaga
River. Access into the village of North-
ville was a narrow bridge. It soon was
evident that a regular hacking service into
Northville was much needed. The
Lawton Coal Company purchased a ten-
seated horse-drawn hack which trans-
ported people between the village and the

station for a fee. It also carried mail bags.

Charles Lawton was conductor for many
years. John Cole drove a four-seated
horse-drawn hack from Northville to
Sacandaga Park.

As the automobiles came on the scene,
the horse-drawn hacks faded, Harvey D
(Bub) Eaton , John Grennell and Arthur
Fowler and Lewis Snell, drove Model T
Fords as taxis to the station, the Park and
points North.

In 1908 a village ordinance was passed
that hack licenses would be required.
Horse-drawn hack, two seats, $10.00 ;
Three seats, $15.00; Horse-drawn bus,

$25.00; and small automobile taxi $50.00.

In later years, Frederick R. Stuart and
Jesse Blowers conducted taxi service in
the Village. There may have been others.

DRIVING THE ‘“HACK” .. . this is one of the first taxicabs in the
Northville area. This old photo, taken in 1910, shows Lewis Snell
behind the wheel of a Ford Model T. He met passengers arriving on
the F. J. & G. Railroad station in Northville, and then drove them
north to Lake Pleasant, Speculator and Piseco. (Photo courtesy of
Ralph Snell, Johnstown)

A motorized “hack” taxi on West Bridge Street.
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Charles B Lawton
1847 - 1918

You will note that Charles, as many men during that
time period had more than one job. He is mentioned
in the article about “Hacks” as one of the drivers. His
obituary tells of his diverse interests and businesses.

Excerpts from his obituary
Charles B Lawton, aged seventy-one years
died at his home on the corner of Second and
Center Streets. He had been confined for two
days with the influenza, though he had been
in poor health for several years.

When a young man, Mr. Lawton ventured
forth in the world. He was a great lover of
the horses and he handled them for a number
of years and in fact till his last days. Years
ago when the large menageries and circuses
used to travel on the roads drawn by the
horses, he being handy with the reins used to
drive 10 and 12 pair on the leading wagons,
and he often time entertained his friends re-
lating his experiences. After he left this
work he came to this village and started a
livery and sales stable with G. E. Van Arnam.

With his father D. S. Lawton, he carried the
mail from this place to Hadley. When he
gave this up he established a transfer line in
the village and a general carting business.
Later ran a general truck-man and jobbing
business. (note the receipt as “Dealer in
Coal, Hay and Straw Trucking and Furniture
moving a specialty”) For years he was the
manager of the Standard Oil Co in this
section.

Probably no person will be more missed than
“Charlie” Lawton for his heart was as large
as his means and many persons were the re-
ceivers of his noble generosity.

Survivors are his wife Eva Roberts Lawton,
one sister; Mrs. Hugh Barker, two brothers,
Harry Lawton and Ivory C. Lawton.

Charles B. Lawton

STATEMENT .
In Case of Error, Return this Bill for Correction

Northville, N. Y., 191
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COAL, HAY and STRAW
TRUCKING AND FURNITURE MOVING A SPECIALTY
13 SOUTH FIRST STREET
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Village of Northville One hundred years ago 1916
We had a president instead of a mayor, Franklin N. Wright, and in March of that year I. E. Bowman was elected
Health Officer was Dr. Collie J. Robinson. Charles Miller appointed as police constable at a salary of $300.00 ‘er
year. J fickson S. Green appointed as Street Commissioner. Trustees of the village: W. H. Mosher, W. A émitﬁ
P. C. Pickard and W. F. Carpenter. Hack fees were assigned. Good reports from the Water Comrr’lissi.one:r Stree;t
Commlssmner Light Commissioner and Side Walk Commissioner. (from the 1916 minutes of the Village of Northv1lle)

O’F THD V’ILLAGE Ol‘ NORTH\’ILLE N.Y. FOR THE YL -iR LNDIN(}
RUARY 29th, 1916

TRDA‘;U RER'S 'S REPORT.

'ﬁ-: I‘OR GENERAL FU ND.
Reecelpts.-» - =

‘Fra,l;mce on hand \{rnsch :l 1015..
Recﬂva& from ‘Callectdr ....i..i..o
Pl EEhEL, . Hicenses, hacks, etc
o “  Police Justice ﬂnes. i
4 “ back FAX ..ieedees

o - hauk tax’ o
4] ol mnrtgage EAX " areees
T()tal ........ e ¥
Pde R. Carpenter brinting .50
e Lcader-.}'{epu lican, prlnting 1.480
s R, Car ter, printing ... 33 4,00
' Pha. ImadaﬁRepubllcan, 39.60
4 -.Frank Chequer, (per . Lo 2.30
1R a4’ T, Houghtalltig, tax ‘recaipt books.? 5.50 Fag
L C o Miller, P..C., salary, 18 days.... T3 LY
Ho ORar pa ‘uhuer, PG cars ‘of ‘ririscmer- .00
o' N, woright, P. C.. coa 5.00.
A .T. A Cole "Eat., rent building 148 200,00
Ct Lynden Haﬂnev miscellaneous ...ciiaaen.n a0
L) (‘harle% Miljer, P. C., care of’ ‘rlauners o440, -
< Charles Miller, P. C., sdlary, 13 da:,' 22.668
* Taon Dunn, special rmllca 3 . L 200
“ -John -Barker, miscellaneous: .... Adi St i !
“  Chagles Miller, -P. 84 sal,u.rv J’ul .......... . Bl ]
& (‘,ha,r ag M Ner, P. (., speclal, August 2., 00 . L
i R. nter, printing. ......... 00
" J g Ba.'ck v, vital statistics, 1916.. 8.25
' {harles Miller, special police ... 1.00
* (. 7. Robipson, M. D., Health Officer, 191 TB00
i« TEWY. wap Arnam, Treasurer salary, 1915. . Bb.oo
“ .. H. Hrownell, Clerk, salary 9 months.. 13178
£ ;;I ‘H, Brownell, expensé, wood ‘and postage. 285
42 8 Anibal P. . J, salari’ 11 months. 296
i (}hg.rles Miller; P. C ar\ 1 mnnlh o A1
" TR Aaribal, sa}ar'l' 1 ‘month g.33
iy -(“itizens Iv!ote L 100.00 et
g S 39.
“Balance ........ R A R A PSR b
I‘OR STREF‘T FUJ.\D s HEL
ece!p ts. o .
Balwce én hand March 1, 1 i .8 230.44
Racetved !zom C‘oll“l:tnr . 1,549,865
il tax .. 1500
5 £ 46,54
$utn1 ....... Ve CTAPEY vt s el $2,041.83
< : Disbumements
Pe.m Eeava‘e H. Grinnell St.“Com., labor.
awmn. feam 1abOr ....ooees

1 George Wligworth,. St Com., pay roll
& T, W Bto? atoring road "machine,
Liedt L George Jillsworth; 8t Com., pay rolls.
T, B. Tayior, ‘sidewalls rebate, 50 per cenl.
Ellgworth, S§t. Com., pay rollii. il
- [etlsworth, St. Com., pay roll.. ..
essegule matcrtﬂ.l BT At
NECT, miscellaneot :
3‘3&1‘ materi’tl. e
trlﬂa. materidi ;
e Ellsworth) Bt E‘om, p.:w ‘roll.
% OTEe Iglpbéorth. (8t. Com., labor .
Al E!.O'H ‘Qrownell, shoveling ...
Rogooe Conkling, %nmelcilng—t Rk
¥ bonds.and intereas .
m% {%a:g %dd bonds, cOUPONs ... < 123
m‘l;;ertﬂou o, '1‘ for renalm nn SLatﬁ High- |
W ;, .

I Gaov E‘ll grth, labor
o Wal ncef !gr:lg. EhO\eliug sidewall and.

'-.T:fal'app'e kel i
S FOR WATER IUND..

Rcwima
Bala?cc oh Hand. March ‘L 1915... :
Rege vad Inom Callector ..

E banle tax .. i
. ¥ ter rent and tap‘%
= il Hoshel Bws, for 13'{.)@

i CFrL

X “Digbursenlents

Paicl ﬁ A_.—' Foote, labor and imaterial..
AW, AL Foote, tapping machine ..
2 f‘ 'W, A 1-oat¢, labor an ‘material..
Hih W Foote, Tabor and material..
7 A E‘uuar, ‘repairs on reservoir.
-W Faoote; labor and matsrial..
. Foate, labor and materjal..
Wik “Tegyte, lalor and: material.
"o A froote, labor and material.

i H.']:I. Brm\'nell, salary, 2 months,

36,54
¥ 5.
ROEIRE TH S 'ﬂ

£

18 Iu]ys Comptmller o wa.ter bdnd*; gt g 000,00
“«  July 3, Comptroller, 6 mo. interest on banﬁs 210.00
A Jam. 4 -Comptroller, 6 mo.interest on bonds - 175.00
“  gehool Distriet No. 4.0 'o4.40
* School Distriet No. L. Co4a7
¢ T, B. Chequer (per, Lea,der Bepublicdn] 5

« 3, ¥, Brownell, salary, I‘ebrus.ry 12,38
# W, A, Toote, labor L.li.... 4,91
“ J. R. Carpenter, IJrintlng 3,00

Balance ..ieevivesdiinnmnss

. LIGHT FUND,
‘Recelpts,

alance on hand, March. 1 1815
ecei\ed frum Collector ...
bank tax e

...n......o-.r.“..... :

" Paild Brnmdalb[n Blectric. nght i l’owf"r LD llghts Irum et ’
March 1, 1“-'15 tu \hrch 1, ......... Chdnsaritagpes s 9 32500

Total .ivvecarisinn ...f....... P TITTP I

Balance .ooveviitian. PRI PP

. SU‘\'[M ARY - ‘ET&TE.MP\.

(}1’ the Board of Trusices of the Village of I\eartlwllle, N ¥
‘Receipts.

(as per Treasurer’s Reporﬂ

For General F Lmd,.
' gtreet  Fund
v Water . Fund..
¢ Light . Fund...

T

Total | avciauninsiitvienn e vasedaihask £8,668.63

rmm General rund.......‘

5 Street . Fund..
* SWater  Fund..
“ " Tigat ~ TFund

Potal i soss e : ..

YWhole BAlANEE .vvrvieessreannasloiariraeisiassninnnsss e Do R38T2.93

. The whole amount of waork done on I.he gtreets for th g

Year ending February 29, 1916:

For 1abor o .ooeeeireeann
4" material and repa
“ pement sidewalks, 75 per cent, 10§
3 :-ement sidewalks, G0 per ‘cent, 1915

SLM’\IARY STA’I‘FM]“NT
v Of the indebtedness of the Village of. ‘\'orthville #0 X.
Water honds for the construction of the ‘Northville,'N. ¥., water -
works,-from the Statedl New York, on water accdunt ‘payva-

blé as follows: 1916 £0 1920, 0iieiiocenialonases $10,000.00
Macadan) Toad bonds, from Main, to Fourth St S00:00 7 7
Cement walks and curbs, sﬂ per-cent, 191u. ....... aa 212.63° ¢
v
TTARRL 3o oo b o Co ol A MG o $11, 11"-59‘ ;
The hooks and vouchers for the. ltems of account ag: s th in the

a,ha\e reportican be seen and examined at thc Treasurer s ufﬁcu by any

person interested,” at. proper hours.
1, H. W. Van Arnam, Tréasurer of the’ Vmage “of North\!lle, NS

do -hereby
bursements of sald Villa
February. 29, 1916, is true

-nd currect -
f COHL W VAN -ARNADM,

Subseribed and sworn to hm‘qr:’e. ‘mie,
this. :th day of March, 1816, - |
. H. BROWNELL.

1\otan Publlc

ESTIMATE OF THE ¢ I’..-R'REN’I‘ E“‘(PFNDIT TRES.
The roumvmg estimate. ig ‘mada of the items of expenditure for the:
L'L}I"T'Cnt vegr endl g February 29, 1917 §
FOR GEN RA!_' TUND. |

For rent of bnlming %
i Clerkls. salaty o
«  Polles Justice's salary..
“ Police r‘Ol'I‘itrL ble's 'EL-‘_ltlr\' .
' Treasurer’s zalary
A Frire Department ...
« Beard of Health ...

ron mc;n'r FUI\D. ;

For Light'Fund

For m.y.ad;m'. road . bonda; ,I:«o ﬁ
© jnterest coupous on bowds .
= '-‘,Irlawmk rertﬁcates..m ‘per cenboiie.
“ zidewalk certificates, b0 per c(‘nt 15}1_5
“  malntenancy of Htate hl*l‘may
* labor on streets ..... Vieedeene i

FOR \X’A"
To pay pr rincipal on W ater Btmc]s

W hule amount
Adopted by thé Board
In the official paper and ne ted
By order of Board of lmf.tw
March G, 1016,

s Mareh 6, 1916, and ered 1)ri‘m
H: Brownell, Clerl
r. N, VRFGH’]‘ :

Prcsident.

tify: that the foregoing statement of ‘the, ‘receipts and dls‘ :
pf Northville, N. X, dming‘ the year undinv :

Treasurers g




